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Town/City: | Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham 


Address: 1765 Massasoit Road 

Historic Name: Isaiah H. & Abigail Gill House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: ca. 1810 


Source: Eastham Historical Society records, census 
schedules, historic maps, vital records 


Style/Form: Federal/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: wood shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Garage (attached) 
2 outbuildings, late 20'-c. 
Major Alterations (with dates): 
Garage and breezeway added, mid-20" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] ~~ yesL|_ Date: 
Acreage: 11.691 


Setting: The property is situated on an unusually large 
parcel with open space extending west to North Sunken 
Meadow. On the north and south it is buffered by woods 
from late-20""-century residential subdivisions, which also 
exist across the street. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The date 1730 is painted on the chimney of the house at 1765 Massasoit Road, which conforms with the popular story that it 
was built at that time in another place closer to Cape Cod Bay. As there are no real records to document this, a full inspection of 
the physical features of the house is needed to confirm this attribution. The one-story wood frame single dwelling with a three- 
quarters Cape Cod plan with a center chimney and a four-bay front fagade with an entrance aligned with the chimney. It is very 
similar in form and design to the nearby Parker & Rachel Brown House at 1285 Masasoit Road (EAS.86), estimated to have 
been built in 1807-1811. At this time, the 1765 Massasoit Road house was occupied by Isaiah H. and Abigail Knowles Gill. 


The house probably was built around 1810 when Isaiah Higgins Gill is first recorded as a householder in Eastham. It evidently 
was built on a tract of land that his family owned. It is a one-story wood frame single dwelling with a three-quarters Cale Cod 
plan, center chimney and four-bay front facade. It has a gable roof, with a barely-perceptible bow, by which it was described in 
the 1995 MHC B Form. Also, for as-yet unknown reasons, the eaves of the roof are higher on the rear wall than on the front. The 
off-center entrance opens in a lobby and stair in front of the chimney. It is flanked by front rooms of different sizes, the larger one 
having two windows and the smaller chamber with only one. Both had fireplaces in the chimney as well as a kitchen or keeping 
room in the rear of the plan. The current doorway is a replacement. In a building of this age, and entrance surmounted by a 
transom and framed by elongated pilasters rising up to the eaves would be expected. Simple frieze and cornerboards frame the 
fagade. The gable ends contain windows at the fronts of the first floors; openings at the rear are covered by connected wings. A 
single attic window is centered in the south gable with two in the north gable. The one-story gabled wing on the south end of the 
house appears to be the original (or early) kitchen wing with a door flanked by windows on the recessed front fagade. The wing 
on the north side is a mid-20"-century breezeway linking the house to a two-car garage with a front gable and a single, double- 
wide overhead door. 


The house is approximately centered on the 11.69-acre parcel set back from the road by a large yard with a semi-circular 
driveway paved with crushed shells entering from two locations with a leg forking off to the garage. Marsh land is located at the 
back of the yard on the west side of the property and woods have been permitted to grow up on the north and south boundaries. 
Two recently-built outbuildings are sited in the woods at the south end. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Eastham Historical Society research has suggested that the house numbered 1765 Massasoit Road was built in the 1730s and 
moved twice, inland, from a point closer to Cape Cod Bay, where the west side of its roof was painted white “as a landmark to 
sailors and fishermen.” If this is so, it is possible that the house was moved to this site by the family of Scarlet Gill (born 1718) 
as early as 1790, though no deeds have survived to indicate as much. A house marked “I. H. Gill” appears on this site on the 
1858 map of Eastham, and judging by the enumeration orders of census Isaiah Higgins Gill (1786-1857) may have been living 
here from at least 1810, before his 1816 marriage to Abigial Knowles (1788-1862). Gill’s father John Gill (born 1767) was never 
listed in Eastham censuses, though his father, also John Gill (1748-by May 1799) was listed in the 1790 census.” A Scarlet Gilll, 
very likely the father of John Gill Sr., was also listed in 1790, and the only Gill taxed on a dwelling house in 1798 was Scarlet 
Gill. Only one deed survives to or from Scarlet Gill in Eastham, from 1794. 


Born in Boston in 1718, Scarlet Gill married Chatham native Tabitha Nickerson (ca 1721-53) about 1747, and after her death he 
married Mary Snow in 1755. With his first wife Scarlet Gill had two sons, John and Abijah (1750-79). John Gill Sr. was Scarlet 
Gill’s only surviving son. Eastham Gills descend from his three sons, John, William (born 1768), and David Higgins Gill (born 
1770). John Gill married Lydia Higgins and had two sons, Abijah (1782-1853) and Isaiah Higgins Gill. Isaiah Gill is listed in a 
household of 3 persons in 1810, one of them a female older than forty-five. Very few Gill births and deaths appear to have been 


' Katherine Moore Papers, Eastham Historical Society, cited in MHC building form for 1765 Massasoit Road, August 1995. 
2 John Gill, William Gill, Susannah Gill, Lydia Gill, Eastham, to David Higgins Gill, 10 May 1799, BCD 999041:64, establishes that the grantors 
were the sons of John Gill, deceased, and transferred 2/3 of his estate to their brother; the other third was certainly his widow Lydia’s share, 
though no recorded deeds list her transfer of this property. 

Continuation sheet 1 


INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET EASTHAM 1765 Massasoit Road 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s) Form No. 


220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 
[ _|_EAs.88 


recorded in Eastham, and no marriage record has been found for Isaiah H. Gill and Abigail Knowles. Isaiah Gill’s household 
grew to seven persons by 1840, when the order of that census strongly suggests that he was living at 1765 Massasoit Road. 


In 1850 Isaiah H. Gill was a farmer with $650 in real estate and lived with his wife Abigail, his son Beniah Higgins Gill (1828-81), 
his married daughter Caroline (1824-68), and her husband Jonathan Knowles, who married in 1846. Both Beniah and Jonathan 
Knowles were mariners. In 1852, a year before his death, Abijah Gill sold to his nephew Beniah nearly fifty acres in seven 
parcels, and in 1858, a year after Isaiah Gill died, the administrator of his estate sold Beniah five acres of meadow bordering 
Hatch’s Creek. All of these tracts were in this part of North Eastham, but none of the deeds mentions buildings.* 


The 1860 census lists Beniah Gill as a farmer with $500 in real property living in the house with his widowed mother Abba; she 
died in 1862. In 1870 Gill had returned to maritime work and was living with the sisters Sarah A. and desire W. Sparrow, both 
born in Maryland but living with their father Isaac in Orleans by 1855; Sarah is listed as a housekeeper. A three-year-old son, 
William H. Gill, was also in the household. Later that year Beniah Gill married Sarah A. Sparrow in Orleans, and the 1880 
census lists the couple in this neighborhood with children William H., Fred P., and Howard W. The 1880 Eastham map attaches 
the name “B. Gill’ to the 1765 Massasoit Road house. 


Beniah H. Gill died in 1881, and in 1891 his widow Sarah Sparrow Gill married mariner and railroad worker Elsias H. Chase. The 
1900 census clearly shows the couple in this part of Eastham living with Sarah’s youngest son Howard Gill, a farm worker. 
Elsias H. Chase was born in Dennis in 1860 and was working as a life-saving station surfman when he married Sarah Gill. By 
1905 he had become a shell fisherman, through at least 1920, and by 1930 he was a farm worker. Sarah Sparrow Chase died in 
1931, and in 1932 Elsias Chase as the administrator of her estate sold 1765 Massasoit Road and her 12-acre homestead lot to 
Esther K. Handel for $850.4 The Handel family owns it in trust to the current day. 


Born in Boston in 1906, Esther Katherine Alma Johnson Handel received her teaching degree by 1926 and was teaching at the 
Phineas Bates School in the Roslindale section of Boston by 1932. State vital records indicate that she married Carl Herrmann 
Handel in 1937, yet the 1932 deed lists her by her married name. Carl H. Handel was born in Stuttgart, Germany, in 1903 and 
came to the United States after his father died, in 1923. He had learned both gardening and woodworking from his parents as a 
boy, and he began his career in this country as a woodworker in New York City. Handel moved to Boston by 1928 and was 
working as a woodcarver until about 1934, when he took as job as a brewer at Haffenreffer Brewing Company. The couple may 
have used the house as a summer home until 1942, when they moved to North Eastham year-round; on Handel’s draft 
registration card his Roslindale address was crossed out and “Massasoit Road North Eastham’ written in its place. 


Carl Handel ran an interior and exterior design business in Eastham and in 1963 began to propagate and cultivate holly trees on 
the property. His Boston Globe obituary states that he had more than one thousand holly trees of various varieties on his farm 
within a few years and was considered an expert on the plant. He was also a member of Eastham’s first planning board, in 
1947.° 


In 1974 and 1975 the Handels subdivided the 12-acre parcel and transferred title to 1765 Massasoit Road and 5.37 acres to 
their son George; they reserved for themselves a life estate. Ultimately these separate parcels were again merged into one. Carl 
Handel died in 1984 and Esther in 1988. In 2000 George F. Handel placed the property in a family trust and added his son 
Jeffrey to the title, and in 2012 Jeffrey transferred his interest back to his father. The Handel Family Trust is the owner of record 
in 2020.° 


3 Abijah Gill to Beniah Gill, 13 December 1852, BCD 52:510;Abijah Gill to Beniah Gill, 13 December 1852, BCD 52:511; Michael Collins, 
administrator estate Isaiah H. Gill, to Beniah H. Gill, 24 November 1858, BCD 71:27. Abijah’s brother Isaiah H. had held mortgages on the 
parcels; see BCD 33:240 and 50:505. 
4 Elsias H. Chase, administrator estate Sarah A. Chase, to Esther K. Handel, 16 September 1932, BCD 504:302. The deed identifies the 
parcel as the homestead lot of the late Sarah A. Chase. 
5 “Carl H. Handel, 81, Authority on Holly Trees,” Boston Globe, 25 November 1984, 88. The obituary also states that Handel carved the organ 
case at St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York City. Two organs were installed in the chancel and gallery in 1928 and 1930, respectively, but 
whether Handel carved the case of either has not been documented. See also “Eastham Approves Planning Board,” Boston Globe, 5 February 
1947, 15. 
§ Carl H. and Esther K. Handel, Massasoit Road, to George F. Handel, 14 March 1984, BCD 4280:226; George F. Handel, 1765 Massasoit 
Road, to George F. Handel and Jeffrey Handel, trustees Handel Family Trust, 31 August 2000, BCD 13236:149; George F. Handel and Jeffrey 
Handel, trustees Handel Faily Turst, to George F. Handel and Jeffrey Handel, Parrish FL, 20 March 2012, BCD 26188:48; George F. Handell, 
Parrish FL, and Jeffrey Handel, Fayetteville GA, to George F. Handel, 10 April 2012, BCD 26240:66; George F. Handell, Parrish FL, to George 
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The Handels’ 1974 plan (BCP 290:63) shows the 1765 Massasoit Road house on 
Parcel 2; ultimately the three parcels were merged. 
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(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 
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Aerial view. Property outlined in red. Source: Google.com/maps. 
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